offended at any freedom of the other. It was a
delight to me last winter to see you high in favour to Sidney
and enjoying the esteem of all your countrymen;
but to speak plainly, the habits of your court
seemed to me somewhat less manly than I could
have wished, and most of your noblemen ap-
peared to me to seek for a reputation more by
a kind of afFedted courtesy than by those virtues
which are wholesome to the state, and which are
most becoming to generous spirits and to men
of high birth. I was sorry* therefore, and so were
other friends of yours, to see you wasting the
flower of your life on such things, and I feared
lest that noble nature of yours should be dulled,
.and lest from habit you should be brought to
take pleasure in pursuits which only enervate the
mind.

If the arrogance and insolence of Oxford have
roused you from your trance, he has done you
less wrong than they who have hitherto been
more indulgent to you. But I return to my sub-
Ijedl, Before you decide on anything, consider
carefully what is best for your interest; for when
you have decided,you must carry it out steadily*
You know that kst year you gave some persons
a hope that you were coming into this country;
and though It was no fault of yours that you did
not come, still if the same thing should happen
again, many persons will feel that there is a want
of constancy in you* and It would avail you little
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